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Trinidadian drug users’ perceptions of the link between their drug use and other criminality

Abstract 
Trinidad and Tobago is located within the hub of the major drug trans-shipment routes. In recent years, the country has witnessed an unprecedented upsurge in illicit drug use, violence and other crime, and many commentators and theorists have postulated about the nature of the link between these societal problems. In an effort to contribute to this scholarship, the authors conducted a research project that examined the experiences and perceptions of a sample of twenty Trinidadian drug users who were residing in a residential treatment center. The study examined participants’ thoughts about their trajectories into serious drug use and other crime, various aspects of the drugs / crime nexus, and tested the applicability of the ‘Gateway’, ‘Social Process’ and ‘Differential Association’ theories of drug use.  
The major findings of this study will be reported and include information about: the age of onset, the process of acquiring drugs, reasons for starting and expanding usage, the widespread tendency for poly drug use, the trajectories that support gateway theories, and links between drug use and other forms of crime. The paper concludes with some data driven implications for intervention. 
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